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Hi ho! Captain Kermit the Frog here to welcome 
you to the exciting and adventuresome world of 
computers. As our new computer operator on board 
the SS Microship, you'll be helping me and my 
charming and talented Muppet crew keep everything 
shipshape as you explore five important computer 
applications. Our cruise is easygoing and lots of 
fun. And we of Muppetours, Inc., will do everything 
we can to make your maiden voyage a most 
memorable one. Bon voyage! 


TOURS OF DUTY 


The Bridge: You help Captain Kermit in program- 
ming the ship’s course. Set sail for Frog or Pig 
Island, but beware of the dread Bermuda Triangle 
and treacherous rocks— or you'll have a very 
sinking feeling. 


The Salon de Beaute: Miss Piggy needs just the 
right “look” for our many shipboard social events. 
Help Gonzo use his Glamorizeur to find the perfect 
hairdo and outfit for the divine Miss P and get a 
taste of computer-aided design. 


The Message Center: With Scooter’s help, 
you'll use word processing and electronic mail to 
send messages to other crew members and friends 
ashore, and to receive personalized replies. 


The Joke Library: You help Fozzie Bear with 
database management by sorting through his collec- 
tion of nearly unbearable jokes—and adding some 
of your own. 


The Game Room: Time off? Now’s your chance 
for after-hours fun as you match your wits against an 
arcade-style computer game. Just ignore Sam 

the Eagle’s grumbling! 


WHY SHIP OUT ON THE SS MICROSHIP? 


Adults and kids alike will enjoy the wonderful 
humor of the Muppets in this entertaining explora- 
tion of five key computer applications. And family 
members can all take this cruise to computer literacy 
at their own pace, using easy-to-follow tutorials 

and then applying new skills on their own. 





“Come leam Slowgo with me. It's my special programming 
technique that keeps us on...uh...course. Look out!” 


“Moi is determined to be the belle of the boat so I can be sure 
to catch Monsieur le Capitaine’ eye. It's easy with a little creative 
computer touch! 


Or oe 


G PIGGYBACK BONUS 


“Don't miss The Muppet Guide 

to Computerese tucked inside. 

It will be your most handy 
guidebook to computer terms 
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a GLOSSARY 


Data Disk 


i data—for 
A floppy disk used only to save \— for 
peor processing files or mailing lists. 


Debug 


To find and remove “bugs, or 
errors, from a program. 


“I hear this Welcome Aboard program 
has been completely debugged.” 


Delete 


To remove or erase. In many programs (includ- 
ing Welcome Aboard), the DELETE key is the 
“oops” key—it erases the character you have 

just typed (that is, the character to the left of the 
cursor). On some computers the key may be 
labeled DEL or ¢, or may be called the rub-out 
or backspace key. 


Disk (see Floppy Disk) 
Disk Drive 


A device used to store and retrieve computer 
programs and information using floppy disks 
which are inserted into the disk drive. 


? 


Documentation 


The instruction manual that comes with a com- 


puter, a peripheral (an accessory device), or 
a program. 


DOS 


Stands for Disk Operating System. This is the 
program that tells the computer how to com- 
municate with the disk drive or printer, 





Dot-Matrix Printer 


A printer that forms characters or Pictures b 
printing a pattern of tiny dots. y 


“Terrific! Now if they can have it de-frogged, de-pigged, and 
de-beared, they'll really have something.” 


Electronic Mail 


The sending and receiving of messages between 
computers via telephone lines. In Welcome 
Aboard, you can learn about electronic mail in 
the Message Center. 


Error Message 


A message that appears on the computer display 
to alert the user that the computer is having — 
trouble understanding a command or something 
the user has typed. Error messages may also 
indicate that the computer is unable to com- 
municate with a peripheral. 


ESC 


The “escape” key on the computer keyboard. 
Many programs use this key to let the user 

exit from a part of a program, often to choose 
another activity from a menu. If a computer . 
has no ESC key, a program may use another key 
for the same purpose. 





GLOSSARY 


File 

A collection of information stored on a disk. 
Fach file is given a name so it can be identified 
and retrieved, just like the folders in a traditional 
file cabinet. A file can either be a program or 
collection of data. 


Floppy Disk 

A circular piece of thin magnetized plastic en- 
cased in a stiff sleeve. The floppy disk is placed in 
a disk drive, where it spins rapidly while a mag- 
netic “head,” not unlike a tape recorder head, 
reads and writes information. The head moves 
across the disk so it can find information any- 
where on the disk very rapidly. 


Format 


A blank disk must be formatted before it can be 
used. The formatting operation organizes the 
disk into physical areas to and from which the 
computer can read or write information. This 
process is sometimes called initializing a disk. 

Also: The arrangement of text or columns of 
figures on the screen or printed page. 


Function Keys 


Special keys on many computers whose use is 
determined by the programmer and varies from 
program to program. On the Apple computer, 
the open-apple and closed-apple keys are used 
for special functions. On other computers, 
these keys are labeled F1, F2, F3.... 


Hacker 


Term originally used to refer toa computer pro- 
grammer who proceeds by trial and error— 
hacking his way through the task. More recent: 
ly, the term has sometimes been used by the 
media to refer to computer users who invade pri- 
vate databanks by telephone. 


Hardware 


The electronic and mechanical parts of a com- 


puter—the actual physical equipment—as 
©pposed to software —the programs that run on 
the computer hardware. 


Help Screen 


A screenful of information, available to the 
user while a program is being used, which offers 
assistance in the use of that program. 

In Welcome Aboard, you can often call up 
a Help Screen by holding down the Control 
key while typing the letter Q. 


Highlight 


Emphasizing a word or letter by making it appear 
to be printed dark ona light background, 


the opposite of the normal display on a com- 
puter screen. 


Input 


Anything the user tells the computer program. 
The device used to put information into the 
computer can be a keyboard, a joystick, or 
mouse, or even—on computers programmed to 
recognize speech—a microphone. 


Interface 


Device used to let different computer compo- 
nents communicate with each other. For exam- 
ple, you need an interface to connect your 
computer to a printer or a modem. Sometimes 
the interface is built into the computer. 


There are two common types of interfaces: 
serial and parallel. A serial interface passes infor- 
mation along one bit at a time; that is, ina ser- 
ies. A parallel interface transfers an entire 
byte of information simultaneously, that is, eight 
bits at a time. 


7, ial interface might be 
ae bat ee is still the 
good old pie interface!” 
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center, a computer Navigation system, an 
a Computer game room—evena compu’ 
our crack staff...er, make that “cracked” staff...will be happy to explain 
how to use each facility. 
| have to go now, | hear the froghorn blowing. Glad you 


decided to join our cruise. 
Welcome Aboard! Rois? 


“ed tic 
ithout visits fo &X° 
Je fst eisoovee 


if 
ise would be comple Frog 


LUXURIOUS 
ACCOMMODATIONS 


ick pile rugs...gleaming crystal chandeliers. ..exquisite paintings 

Mearns : ate welcome to bring any of that stuff with you on 
the cruise. 

The entire ship has been decorated in a distinctive computer 
motif—a bit of this, a bit of that. 

Dance the night away in our fabulous Floppy Disko, to the 
driving rhythms of the Electric Mayhem Band. 

Our elegant DOS Entertainment Theater features hit movies 
like Digit Goes Hawaiian, and the latest plays of Harold Printer. Even 
the Great Gonzo’s Three-Ring Circuits can be seen on our stage! 


> EXTRAORDINARY : 
soceoos OLIOVICE......: 


Awinning smile...a warm welcome...that extra bit of courteous 
attention. All this and more is expected of you by our Muppetours staff. 
You are, after all, our guest. 

Please note that tipping is not required on board ship. How- 
ever, for health reasons, it is recommended that some modest 
acknowledgement of the crews efforts be made. 


**FABULOUS*FOOD!*** 


When it comes to gourmet cuisine, your Muppetours cruise ship has 
no equal. Our world-renowned Swedish Chef will invigorate even 
the most jaded palate with such culinary delights as delectable Chickee 
Chickee in de Chécglate Sauce, der Corned Flakes vit Cabbage, 
der Fischees vit der Raspberry Shtiiffing, and his own incomparable 
creation, the aromatic Thyme Bombe, for dessert. 

Truly a unique dining experience! 





Want to leam how to 
steer the ship? Join me on 
the Bridge and I'll show you 
how. The SS Microship has 
a computer navigation system. 
P We program it with a special lan- 
guage—Slowgo. It’s a lot like the com- 
puter language called Logo, which lots of 
kids—and grown-ups—have used to leam about 
computers and programming. Don’t wony if you’ve never 
touched a computer before. After all, I’ve never been cap- 
tain of a ship before, and I’m not wonied. Of course, 
frogs are really good swimmers...Anyway, once 
you've toured the ship, using your computer will 


be clear sailing all the way! 0 


.,. Hiya, hiya, hiya every- 
% bodeell! Have I gota 
treat for you! Captain 
Kermit has con- 
m vinced me to putall 
. myvery best mater- 
ial into a computer 
database, and let 
you use it. How ‘bout 
that, huh? I’ve taken 
{ ia lots of yocks to knock 
‘\ your socks off and put them right 
here in the old computer, just for you. 
_ You'll find gems like “What did the 
banana say to the hippopotamus 
—but I can’t give away the punch line! Come visit me in the 
Joke Library and I'll show you how it works! Wocka wocka! 


Soe 


] don’t want to alarm you, dear passenger, but I 
fear our Captain has a flipper loose somewhere. 
Putting me in charge of the Game Room, indeed! 
Frankly, I think you should just go on with the 
important business of learning about comput- 
ers. Some say that entertainment is an impor- 
tant use of computer technology, but that’s not 
how I see it. If you do insist on visiting me in the 
Game Room, |'ll have to show you how to play. 


But I will not be happy about it! iF H M 


A cruise—how ro- 

mantique! Of course, 

moi must look abso- 

lutely superbe when 

moi dines at the 

Captain's table—and 

I'dbetterbediningat 

the Captain’s table, or it’s 

going to be “Frog Overboard!” 
Ah, there is a Salon de Beauté on the ship. How lovely! 

Won't they be thrilled to have a visite from moi? Let’s see... the 
coiffurieur is Monsieur Gonzeau. Gonzeau? I wonder...no, 


it couldn’t be! SINS 


When I volunteered for this job in the 
Salon de Beauté, I thought they wanted 
somebody who could make the passengers 
’ look chick. brought all these feathers and glue 
with me...Now I find they meant chic! Oh well, 
I might still have some fun. I’ve put all my dress 
designs and fabulous hair styles into the computer. 
Using the magic of computer-aided design, we can see 
Miss Piggy in some dynamite combos! 
When this cruise is over, maybe I'll open up shops in 
the beauty capitals of the world —Bombay, Sarajevo. I can 
see it now— “Monsieur Gonzeau’s Beauty Emporium —No 
Job Too Big.” We'll put in hydraulic lifts, and a table saw, and... 


a 


They gave mea 
really good job on 
this ship. I’m in 
charge of word 
processing and elec- 
tronic mail. I know it 
sounds complicated — 
I thought it was going to 
be hard, too, when Kermit 
first told me about it—butIleamed ™ 
it all real fast, and now I can show you! 
Its neat. You can get messages from the crew, and 
make up your own messages to send. To write the 
messages, you'll use word processing, which is 
like typing, except it's easy to make changes and 
corrections. The sending and receiving works 
just like electronic mail—from one computer 
to another in a flash. I'll show you how it 
works. See you in the Message Center! 


Sete 








To start Welcome Aboard 
Apple Ile/IIc computers: Place the disk labeled Side A into 
the disk drive (label side up). Close the disk drive door. Tum on the com- 
puter and monitor, and Welcome Aboard will load automatically. If 
your computer is already on, while holding down the CONTROL 
and CG key, press and release the RESET key. 


Commodore 64 computers: Tum on the disk drive first, and 
then the computer. Insert the disk labeled Side A into the disk drive 
(label side up). Close the disk drive door. ype LOAD “WA”, 8 and 
then press the RETURN key. The computer will respond with 
SEARCHING FOR WA, LOADING and then READY. Type RUN and 
then press RETURN again. When the loading process is complete 
(it takes a while), the program will start by itself. 


ee IMPORTANT NOTE FOR ALL COMPUTER USERS: Never tamper 
with disks when the red disk drive light is on. If you try to insert, 
remove, or adjust a disk while the light is on, you may destroy the con- 
tents of the disk. You should also make sure that you don’t touch the 


exposed inner surface of your disks, because that can damage or ruin 
them, too. 





Written by Steven Morgenstern/MomingStar C icati 
Brochure illustrated by Lauren K. Attinell meat 


lo 
Photography by John E. Barrett 


Apple is a registered trademark of Ap) 


le Computer, Inc. 
Commodore is a registered pademar Tmcdore 


of Commodore Electronics, Ltd. 
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